Appendix 1 –An Equality Profile of Rochdale  Borough

Overview
The Census 2011 has shown that: our population is growing, we have a high proportion of younger people, the proportion of older people is growing, we are ethnically diverse and we experience high levels of deprivation.

A recent needs assessment was undertaken for Vulnerable Children in Rochdale (available on the JSNA website under ‘Lifecourse’). The headline messages from this piece of work are: 

· The number of children and young people across the Borough is likely to increase. The birth rate in the most socio-economically deprived groups is almost twice that of those in the wealthiest. This will further increase the proportion of children vulnerable due to socio-economic deprivation. 
· The number and proportion of children and young people living in the poorest areas is expected to increase in the future. We need to ensure that the gap in outcomes for those at the greatest risk of vulnerability due to their socio-economic circumstances is reduced. 
· The health and well-being of children and young people, although improving in many areas, is poorer than that seen across England as a whole. 
Age
Rochdale borough's population is younger that that of Greater Manchester and England. Rochdale borough has 41,827 children who are aged 0-15 years, and this comprises 19.7% of the total population. Source: 2011 Census

The population of the UK and the borough is getting older, and will become more so in years to come.  According on the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) for Older People in the borough, by 2021, nearly 1 in 5 people in Rochdale Borough will be aged 65 or over. That's an increase of 30% between 2001 and 2021. The population aged 85 and over is expected to increase by 50%.
Disability
The number of Rochdale residents reporting a long-term health problem or disability is 44,359 (21%). For residents aged 16-64 the rate was lower at 11.3% (23,981). Source: 2011 Census
Caring responsibility
There are 23,260 carers across Rochdale Borough who provide unpaid care, helping family, friends or neighbours with long-term physical or mental ill-health or disability or problems relating to old age. There are 6,105 (2.9% of the total population) providing 50 or more hours per week. This is above regional and national comparators. Source: 2011 Census
Race
The 2011 Census revealed that in Rochdale Borough 166,481 people are White British which is 78.6% of the population. The largest ethnic minority group is Pakistani with 10.5% of the population (22,265), and the second largest is Bangladeshi with 2.1% of the population (4,342). 

Rochdale has the second largest population of Kashmiri residents across England & wales, occupying 1,658 residents, with Luton being the largest. Source: 2011 Census
Gender
There are more females than males in the borough; with approximately 108,057 women compared with 103,642 males.

Gender Reassignment
The census does not measure how many residents within the borough identify as transgender, however, the Gender Identity Research and Education Society estimates that 1 in 4,000 of the UK population seeks support to change their gender. If we use this estimation for the borough's population the number equates to an estimated 53 people who might identify themselves as transgender. Transgender people have reported that they consider themselves to be amongst the most marginalised and discriminated against groups in society. Source: 2011 Census and Gender Identity Research and Education Society
Armed Forces and Ex-Armed Forces Personnel
There are an estimated half a million Ex-Armed Forces Personnel living in the North-West.   The majority are aged 65+.   Around 200,000 are estimated to be aged under 65.  Around 20,000 of them have received an injury in service significant enough to warrant receipt of a War Pension Scheme or the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme, which could indicate potential health and social care need.  The Ex-Armed Forces population is projected to halve over the next 20 years.
(Source: NHS Wirral Performance and Public Health Intelligence Team Oct 2011.  Their report was produced based on national estimates provided by ONS in conjunction with the Royal British Legion)
Sexual orientation
There are no accurate statistics available regarding the profile of the lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) population either in the borough or the UK as a whole. Sexuality is not incorporated into the census or other official statistics. It's acknowledged that approximately 6-10% of any given population will be LGB. In Rochdale borough this would be between 12,702 and 21,170.Source: Census 2011 and Stonewall
Religion or belief
Christians form the main religious group in Rochdale with 128,186 (60.6% of the total population) people. The next largest religious group was Muslims with 29,426 (13.9%) people in the Borough. There number of residents which stated that they had no religion is 40, 014 which is 18.9% of residents in the Borough. Source: 2011 Census
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